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Vincent Doyle <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>

Query for the Congregation
Mons. Andrea Ripa Sotto-Segretario - Congregazione per il Clero
<sottosegretario@cclergy.va>
To: mrvincentdoyle <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>

7 February 2020 at
07:59

Dear Mr. Doyle,
In response to your kind email yesterday, let me express my gratitude to you for informing me
of an impending article on the issue of ‘Confidentiality Agreements’ in cases where priests have
fathered children.
Upon having perused the documentation you sent me, dated 31 March 2015, from Msgr.
Gearóid Dullea, the erstwhile Executive Secretary to the Irish Episcopal Conference, it would
be my humble estimation that the care for the mother and the child is paramount and that any
‘Confidentiality Agreement’ freely entered into must necessarily have as its primary purpose the
protection of the best interest of the child, as stated in that text.
With assurances of prayer,
Msgr. Andrea Ripa
Da: "mrvincentdoyle" <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>
A: "Mons. Andrea Ripa Sotto-Segretario, Congregazione per il Clero"
<sottosegretario@cclergy.va>
Inviato: Mercoledì, 5 febbraio 2020 14:46:02
Oggetto: Query for the Congregation
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Vincent Doyle <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>

Linee guida / Guidelines
Mons. Andrea Ripa Sotto-Segretario - Congregazione per il Clero
<sottosegretario@cclergy.va>
To: mrvincentdoyle <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>

20 January 2020 at
16:05

Here I am, I have seen now your emails.
It is correct. The interview describes the content of the guidelines.
1. Regarding numbers of priests children, you hoped that those children, "their fathers have
responded properly and cared for their children." Yes
2. Regarding deceiving a child, we discussed discernment with the mother and that it was
important to take all considerations into account, and you beautifully cited John 16, verse
12 as a response, which I think is really beautiful. Yes. I believe the point isn't deceiving or
not, but helping the child, accordind to John 16, 12.
3. Regarding the impossibility of a priest remaining in priesthood, recommitting to celibacy
and acknowledging his child, you comment that it is not impossible adding that many
considerations must be taken into account including the suitability of the priest for
priesthood. Yes

If a priest has fathered a child, we have to consider two things: the good of the
child, all we have to do for that, keeping in mind any concrete situation, and the
suitability of the priest for priesthood and for exercising ministry. For any other
doubt the answer is found by reading the interview of the Prefect.
I hope i could help you.

Da: "mrvincentdoyle" <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>
A: "Mons. Andrea Ripa Sotto-Segretario, Congregazione per il Clero"
<sottosegretario@cclergy.va>
Inviato: Lunedì, 20 gennaio 2020 15:49:03
Oggetto: Fwd: Linee guida / Guidelines
I really do not want to misrepresent the sentiments, is what I have said accurate?
Mr. Vincent Doyle, M.A., Psychotherapist.
www.copinginternational.com Trustee CEO.
Telephone: 00353-94-988-0615.
Please donate to Coping International, click here to support.
---------- Forwarded message --------From: Vincent Doyle <mrvincentdoyle@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, 20 Jan 2020 at 12:47
Subject: Re: Linee guida / Guidelines
To: Mons. Andrea Ripa Sotto-Segretario - Congregazione per il Clero
<sottosegretario@cclergy.va>
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Monsignor
I wanted to confirm what you said so I do not misrepresent...
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God Bless
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