
	  

	  
 

Hello. 
 
 Thank you for coming to Coping International.  If you are a child of a 
priest/religious, you are most welcome.  The stigma facing children of priests and 
religious creates terrible anxiety, which is often suffered in silence for years.  This is 
abuse.1 
  
 The idea of Coping International is to “make known -and come to a deeper 
understanding of – the pains and anxieties, as experienced by children of Catholic 
Priests/Religious, worldwide. Furthermore, to bring about healing via authentication 
and recognition of said anxieties from Church authorities at all levels, in all cultures, 
placing the human being first ahead of all considerations. This healing is to be achieved 
in a pacifist manner respecting the human being at all time.”2 
 
 If you have been silenced or stigmatized, the idea Coping puts forward is for 
you to consider the content of the attached documents3, a letter from the United 
Nations, the Archbishop of Dublin as well as an indicator of upcoming guidelines on 
the matter.  You have every right to be open about who you are, you are far from alone.  
As of the spring of 2017, Coping was actively searched out in 170 countries. 
 
 We ask you to download the documents, and template letter for woman or child 
respectively, redacting, considering how you have been affected by this issue and 
outline your concerns to the diocese/religious order respectively directly.  This issue 
is now opening up and you deserve to be treated with the highest level of respect.  
Accompany your letter with the attached documents.  
  
 Catholic theology promotes the welfare of the individual, this includes you.  “If 
a priest comes to me and tells me he has gotten a woman pregnant, I remind him that 
the natural rights of the child come before his right as a priest.  Just as the child has 
the right to a mother, he has the right to the face of his own father.” – Pope Francis.4 
 

Kind Regards. 
Coping International. 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  http://www.copinginternational.com/mentalhealth/ 
2 http://www.copinginternational.com/missionstatement/ 
3 All documents remain the property of Coping International. 
4 On Heaven & Earth, P. 64.  Random House Publications (2010.)  Jorge Cardinal Bergoglio & Abraham 
Skorka. 



OPEN LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN (IRELAND) 

 

 

In my capacity as Archbishop of Dublin I have come to know the work of Coping 

International, an organisation dedicated to the needs of children of Catholic Priests, 

their mothers as well as their fathers.   

 

This letter is a greeting to you if you are the child of a priest, or if you are a 

woman who has had a child with a priest or indeed if you are a priest who has fathered a 

child and for whatever reason live in silence.  I want you to know that there is a place for 

you in the church; there exists pastoral support to assist your concerns. 

 

The needs of children of priests and their family are manifold.  Where adult 

centred needs are placed ahead of those of a child, the basic rights of a child are easily 

violated.  Silencing and stigmatizing in childhood has long term psychological effects 

into adulthood.  The Irish Catholic Bishops have condemned the imposition of secrecy 

agreements in such situations. (Irish Catholic Bishop's Conference., 2015)   

 

Pope Francis has noted in the Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia:  “How can 

we issue solemn declarations on human rights and the rights of children, if we then 

punish children for the errors of adults?  If a child comes into this world in unwanted 

circumstances, the parents and other members of the family must do everything possible 

to accept that child as a gift from God and assume the responsibility of accepting him or 

her with openness and affection.” (Francis, Pope, 2016, p. 167) 

 

Coping International is there to help, free of charge, any child of a priest who 

wishes to come forward.  Women who are mothers of the children of priests should not 

be ostracized or made feel shame of any kind.  They are mothers and human beings 

before all else and this ought to be respected regardless of circumstance.  If a child comes 

into the world in unwanted circumstances, we must all make sure that child feels the 

love, warmth and tender care of the Church as a mother, reflecting the tender loving care 

of the God revealed in Jesus Christ.   

 

I am told that Coping International is working on guidelines on how to respond 

to these human challenges from a pastoral point of view. 

  

In 2014 the Holy See sent a message to the founder of Coping International 

asking him to “be assured of His Holiness’ appreciation for the Concerns and charitable 

sentiments that motivate your initiatives together with a remembrance in his prayers.” 

(Pope Francis, 2014) 

 

 

+Diarmuid Martin 

Archbishop of Dublin 
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Your Excellencies,   

  

  The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child has been made aware that the Irish Catholic 

Bishops’ Conference for its meeting in June has received a proposal for a pilot project on 

counselling for children of Catholic priests.   

  

  In that respect, you may be interested to know that the situation of children of Catholic 

priests was discussed in January 2014 during the dialogue between the Committee and the 

delegation of the Holy See on the second periodic report of the Holy See under the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child ( CRC/C/VAT/2). The Committee would like to draw the Bishops' 

attention to paragraphs 33 and 34 of its Concluding Observations related to articles 7 and 8 of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/VAT/CO/2):   

  

“33. The Committee is concerned about the situation of children born of 

Catholic priests, who, in many cases, are not aware of the identity of their 

fathers. The Committee is also concerned that the mothers may obtain a 

plan for regular payment from the Church until the child is financially 

independent only if they sign a confidentiality agreement not to disclose 

any information.   

  

34. The Committee recommends that the Holy See assess the number 

of children born of Catholic priests, find out who they are and take all 

the necessary measures to ensure the rights of these children to know 

and to be cared for by their fathers, as appropriate. The Committee 

also recommends that the Holy See ensure that churches no longer 

impose confidentiality agreements when providing mothers with 

financial plans to support their children.”  
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Archbishop Diarmuid Martin Archbishop's 

House.  
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Dublin 9   
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  The Committee on the Rights of the Child is confident that while studying the situation of 

children of Catholic priests, the Irish Catholic Bishops’ Conference will give full consideration 

to the recommendations to the Holy See in this respect.  

  

Please accept, Your Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration.  

  

    
Kirsten Sandberg  

Chairperson  

Committee on the Rights of the Child  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  






